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communications who is using society as his 
laboratory. The librarian who does some 
useful research in this· field might well con-
tribute to the intellectual life of his campus. 
Lasswell's statement makes it very clear 
that university librarians do not now have the 
kind of source material a student of com-
munications works with. Even more discour-
aging is the fact that unless the librarian 
understands the library needs of the social 
historian, he will not be able to organize a 
collecting progra,m that will insure the pres-
ence of the relevant materials for future 
researchers. 
The librarian who is associated with a uni-
versity that does not have scholars actively 
engaged in the study of communications will 
have a difficult time stirring up interest in 
collecting for communications research. One 
who is associated with active scholars in the 
field will be more fQrtunate. 
Area study, as the concept is now evolving, 
may be the curricular outlet for communica-
tions study in universities that are not now 
interested in cultivating the subject directly. 
Although area study thus far has concerned 
. 
itself with large geographic units, it can just 
as well adjust its focus from that of the tele-
scope to that of the microscope. In time it 
will inevitably do so. Insofar as it does, the 
librarian will find understanding colleagues 
to help organize a collecting program and a 
research program that will bring the relevant 
documents into' the library. 
The librarian who tries alone to organize 
a collecting program on the basis of Lasswell's 
concept of communication will feel like the 
· man (as Waples once said) who tries to walk 
through a crowd all headed ·in the opposite 
direction. If his objective is the right one, he 
should be willing to go even though the going 
is hard. Lasswell has, indeed, paid librarians 
a great compliment when he holds out to them 
the possibility of developing a positive pro-
gram which may not be appreciated today but 
which will be taken for granted tomorrow. 
Lasswell is admittedly talking about only 
one part of a library book collecting program, 
but in this particular sphere he has offered a 
concept that seems clear cut and understand-
able and he has even told us how to go about 
organizing it. The next move would seem to 
be up to us. 
* * * 
Comment by ELIZABETH BoND 
New Materials for Library Collections 
New mediums of communication have 
brought us new forms of material. Our col-
lections will of necessity include not only 
books and pamphlets but records and tran-
scriptions and films. ·History is no longer a 
dead thing to be studied from books alone. 
Armies go into battle equipped, not only with 
the latest inventions in ordnance and air 
support, but with motion picture cameras and 
recording apparatus. We can hear on-the-
spot accounts of the liberation of Paris, of 
the turning over of the Philippines from 
General MacArthur to President Osmefia, 
of the siege of I wo Jima. These are pre- . 
served in transcribed form. Doubtless, also, 
we shall be able to hear accounts of the 
entrance of our armies into Berlin and Tokyo. 
Should not libraries collect these transcrip-
tions? 
Many libraries now have record collections, 
particularly in tpe field of music. Should not 
' 
these records be expanded to include records 
for the teaching of languages, recordings of 
great literature such as the Maurice Evans 
Shakespeare ,records, and recordings of his-
torical events? And should not the music 
record collections include a few Frank Sina-
tras and such popular items as "Mairzy 
Doats" and "Accentuate the Positive"? If 
the things to which people are exposed are 
important, as Dr. Lasswell says, then these 
items, often passed over, should receive atten-
tion. Why be jubilant over the acquisition of 
a collection of popular sheet music of the 
nineteenth century and forget to preserve the 
popular songs of the present? 
Libraries must increase their holdings of 
films, not only microfilms, but motion picture 
films. Films, like transcriptions and records, 
are joining . the ranks of historical source ma-
terials. History would be more vivid if we 
could see and hear Cornwallis surrendering 
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at Yorktown or Washington bidding fare-
well to his troops at Fraunces' Tavern. His-
tory will be more vivid because we will be 
able to see and hear the events of today. / 
Library buildings and equipment will most 
certainly be affected by trends in communica-
tion. As these trends bring in new materials, 
they will have to be housed. Not too long ago 
the vertical file and the pamphlet and the map 
case were adequate adjuncts to the bookshelf. 
Now we must think about the film case, or 
cabinet, and the record and transcription file. 
The librarian will have to buy, and be fa-
miliar with the workings of, various types of 
reading- machines and projectors. If records 
and films are to be circulated, containers must 
be developed for them for their protection in 
transport and for the convenience of the 
patron in handling them. 
New Techniques 
The acquisition of these new types of ma-
terials will demand new developments in the 
field of libra.ry techniques. The cataloging 
and indexing of these films and records must 
be developed and revised. A collection of 
films and transcriptions concerning World 
War II, for example, will need to be as 
carefully analyzed and cataloged as ·is a col-
lection of books covering the same period. 
The reference librarian of the future will 
need to know to what audio-visual aterials 
she has access covering a certain subject or a 
certain period. Does the library have the 
Maurice Evans records of Rlchard II or the 
Paul Robeson records of Othello? Is a tran-
scription of General Eisenhower's charge to 
his troops on D-Day available? What lan-
guage records can be lent in Russian? In 
Portuguese? The use of these new types of 
material will acquire significance in time. 
One of Dr. Lasswell's points is that the 
library must decide upon the area of its cover-
age-must decide which areas, whether global, 
continental, regional, or local, will be covered 
''very intensive y," "less intensively," or merely 
"extensively." Each library must determine 
these matters for itself. Without doubt the 
area of coverage and its intensity will be 
greatly expanded for all libraries. "Very 
intensive" coverage should be' made by each 
library in -its own local area, however. 
Each librarian, no matter how small his 
community, should be responsible for the 
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acqms1t10n and preservation of the records of 
that community. And it must be remembered 
that even the most ephemeral of present-day 
material will acquire significance as time 
goes on. 
It goes without saying.that local newspapers 
should be preserved and they should be in-
dexed minutely for local news. Indexing is 
expensive, it requires time and special skill, 
but it must be carried on if local records are 
to be conveniently accessible in the future. 
Photographs, and their negatives, of local 
subjects should be kept, also. These, too, 
must be adequately classified and indexed. 
Other important forms of local materials 
are diaries and letters. These manuscript 
materials will present their own special prob-
lems of cataloging and ha;dling, but they will 
be well worth the effort. The Leningrad 
Public Library, for example, has acquired a 
large number of diaries kept by all sorts and 
conditions of people during the siege. What 
a store of important, firsthand information is 
here for the social historian of the future! 
Theatre and music programs should be 
acquired. It is surprising how useful even a 
small collection can be. Local orchestra pro-
grams are important to keep. If your town 
has a summer festival, a winter carnival, a 
series of lectures, preserve the records of 
these events. They will be important for you 
to have someday. 
Transcriptions of local radio programs of 
significance should be kept as well as radio 
scripts. Minnesota libraries, for example, 
will find importanl the transcriptions or 
scripts of the popular dramatizations of the 
report of the Minnesota Resources Commis-
sion, which have been coming over the air 
for some weeks past. 
Reports of all kinds of organizations and 
groups and of individual events, insignificant 
though they may seem at the moment, should 
be saved. It should be remembered, too, that 
library records in themselves are records of 
social meaning. 
As Dr. Lasswell says, "Research is condi-
tioned and ·limited by the sources; the antici-
pation of useful sources is the peculiar 
challenge of librarianship." Libraries will 
have to set limitations upon their collection of 
materials in wider fields, but they c'an be ex-
tremely thorough in their collection ·of those 
at the local level. 
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